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Investing in the East of England’s Natural Assets

9 priority areas for 

action and investment 

to help achieve our 

vision of a healthy 

natural environment for 

the region’s enjoyment 

and for sustaining future 

change and growth



Investing in the East of England’s Natural Assets

- an agenda for action

1. Achieving growth in ways which protect and enhance the 

natural environment.

2. Bringing the natural environment to everyone’s doorstep for 

access, enjoyment  and wellbeing.

3. Taking account of coastal change and physical processes

4. Ensuring enough clean water for wildlife.

5. Encouraging more sustainable land management.

6. Investing in distinctive landscapes and healthy, functioning 

habitats.

7. Helping the natural environment adapt to climate change.

8. Creating protected areas for our marine life.

9. Appreciating the value of our natural assets.



1. Achieving growth in ways which protect and 

enhance the natural environment.

• carefully planned development which protects our best sites and 

development plan policies that promote habitat restoration and 

creation 

• making better use of landscape character assessment as a tool to 

ensure that both landscape character diversity and distinctiveness 

are recognised in decision making

• more environmental gain from planning permissions

• sustainable construction standards including those which encourage 

wise use of water 

• sufficient provision of natural ‘Green Infrastructure’ , believing that  

everyone in the region should have access to high quality natural 

greenspace to benefit their health and wellbeing







East of England Water Partnership

• launched on the 10th March 2008 with the signing of a joint 

concordat.

• brings together public and private sectors to work together to meet 

the challenges of climate change and the delivery of sustainable 

regional growth. 

• central aim is to join together spatial and water planning processes 

and the effective management of water resources both at a regional 

and local level to facilitate sustainable growth and adaptation to 

environmental change. 

• The work of the partnership will improve the alignment between the 

Regional Spatial Strategy and water company business planning



1. Achieving growth in ways which protect and 
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What is Green Infrastructure?

PPS12 definition: Green infrastructure (GI) is a network of multi-

functional green space, both new and existing, both rural and urban, 

which supports the natural and ecological processes and is integral to 

the health and quality of life of sustainable communities.







Delivering Green Infrastructure through the 

planning system



Cambridgeshire Horizons: Green Infrastructure 
Strategy
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4.  Ensuring enough clean water for wildlife.
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5 Encouraging more sustainable land management.



Agricultural land and restoring Ecosystems 

Services
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6 Investing in distinctive landscapes and 

healthy, functioning habitats.





Integrated Regional Landscape Framework



Landscape scale 

restoration of 

habitats

The Great Fen Project –

linking Holme Fen NNR in 

the north  + Woodwalton

Fen NNR in the south



Conclusions

Investing in the natural environment is important for its own sake and 

also because of the contribution it makes to our economy and quality 

of life. 

In the East of England, Natural England believes that the natural 

environment has a particular contribution to make to in a variety of 

ways:

• to the rural economy and tourism; 

• by building distinctive places where people will want to live and 

work; 

• by making a contribution to positive health outcomes; and finally, 

• by helping the region adapt to climate change.




