Good morning, ladies and gentlemen, and on behalf of one of the sponsors, Cambridge Past, Present & Future, may I welcome you to to-day’s conference.

Cambridge PPF as we hope it will soon become known, is a brand-new organisation – in fact it was launched only last week.  It does however have a venerable history in its previous incarnation as the Cambridge Preservation Society, where for the last 80 years it has helped protect the city, the surrounding villages and countryside from some the more extreme planning excesses.  And today it needs to remain ever more vigilant.

Faced more with the accelerating rate of development proposed for the Cambridge and South Cambs area, the Society has undergone a re-launch so as to more effectively position itself to influence the way this development is actually delivered.

Cambridge, indeed the whole East of England Region, must grow if its social and economic prosperity is to continue.  But what we want to see is development that is sympathetic to the history and culture of the area, that inspires creativity and vitality through the quality of its design, and that contributes to the vibrancy and dynamism of the region.  These are qualities worth fighting for.

The Regional Spatial Strategy that is currently being prepared by the East of England Regional Assembly will set out the regional planning policy up to 2031.  

Understandably, it is strong on the drivers for growth – 

· the continued economic development of the region

· the housing requirements to satisfy these new jobs 

· the rise in immigration into the Region from elsewhere in the UK driving rapid population growth

· changes in human demography with people living longer

· the rapid increase in single person home occupancy  

But about the limits to growth? Surely if sustainable development is to be anything more that a meaningless catch-phrase, it must imply a balance between economic growth with social benefit and environmental enhancement.  

· So what is the social and environmental capacity of the Region to accommodate the different levels of growth proposed in the four scenarios set out in the RSS consultation for 2021-31? 

· How will such rapid development impact on the rural character and landscape of the East of England that makes the Region such an attractive place to live? – do we risk killing the Golden Goose?

· How can we develop vibrant dynamic new communities rather than just bolt-on housing estates that will parasitise already overloaded town centres?

· How can the transport infrastructure that is already creaking at the seams accommodate such expansion?

· And what about our water supplies?  It’s not widely appreciated that Cambridgeshire has about the same annual rainfall as the Southern half of Mali and Niger in the Sahel Region of Africa – and our water supplies are likely to get more restricted with climate change

· How are we going to meet the surge in demand for energy?

· And above all, how can we grow the Region by some one third whilst delivering the government’s ambitious targets for carbon reduction?

What I hope will come out from today’s conference is a greater awareness of the necessity for a balance between the economic drivers and these social and environmental limits to growth. We need a rational and balanced debate that looks at the intrinsic needs and capacities of the Region and does not take as its starting-point housing targets that have been drawn up in ignorance of the local situation.

The East of England must grow if it is to prosper but we need growth that is genuinely sustainable. The Region, and especially the Cambridge area, is one of the best places in the UK to live, so let’s keep it that way.  

I end with a final plea – if collectively we do screw it up for future generations, I personally will feel much less angry if the decisions have been made through the local democratic process by local authorities acting as they see it in the best interests of the communities they serve, rather than by unaccountable, faceless bureaucrats dictating from behind the closed doors of Whitehall.

Thank you

Robin Pellew

Chairman

Cambridge Past, Present & Future

17.09.2009

