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What are the big issues? 
 

•  Diffuse pollution legislative drivers:  
 

•  Water Framework Directive - phosphates and pesticides 

•  Drinking Water Inspectorate - nitrates and pesticides, particularly metaldehyde 

 

•  Waterbody function:   drainage/conveyance vs biodiversity 

 

•  What are the local issues and what is the evidence? 
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Voluntary Farmer Initiatives 
•  CFE voluntary measures VM1-5 contribute positively to 

resource protection (buffer strips, in-field grass strips, 

maize management, watercourse fencing and winter 

cover crops) – partnerships need to liaise with CFE to 

ensure join-up  

 

•Tried &Tested nutrient management planning, manure 

management and feed planning are being promoted 

through CFE  

 

•  CSF - knowledgeable advisors, practical solutions and 

time taken to see improvements  
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Voluntary Farmer Initiatives 
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Agri-Environment Schemes 
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The Farmers’ Way Forward 
• Local evidence base – eg the Bourn Brook project 

• Voluntary approaches:  

• CFE -  Tried & Tested, Voluntary Initiative, GHGAP 

• CSF -  Advice, planning (and capital grants) 

• Agri-Environment schemes: availability of NELMS 

• Wider catchment partnership working 


