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Preamble

Disclaimer: these are just my views, and hopefully will make you think
about ways to present your work.
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Why give a poster?

• Posters are often regarded as second prize for presenting your work at a
conference.

• Conference organizers need many attendees; people come normally to
present their work. Don’t assume acceptance of your poster means it
has undergone standard peer review process.

• Posters give more opportunity for interaction, and longer time to talk.
(e.g. SFN talks are 10 minutes; posters are one hour).

• Good forum to show your ideas and meet people.

• Think of it as an advert. (Display one too if you are looking for a job,
or if your group is hiring).
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Examples: old style
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Examples: current style
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Preparation before the day

1. Make sure you know the poster board size and orientation
(portrait/landscape).

2. Aim to finish a few days before you depart for the meeting. Poster
making takes time. For your first poster, I suggest allowing three days.

3. Do a dry-run with your supervisor (e.g. the “3–5 minute talk”) before
printing final version.

4. Check what materials will be available for hanging poster (pins/velcro).

5. Beware of relying on using a laptop to show multimedia; power sockets
and tables are rare.

6. At large meetings, check what other posters will be shown in the same
session as yours, and arrange cover.

7. Find a poster tube and label it!
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Planning the content

• A poster is not a journal article; focus on core figures and results.

• Use an A4 version of poster as a handout; use separate handouts for
details of method.

• Posters full of text are ignored!

• Layout:

Top-left Problem and aims of the poster.
Bottom-right Summary of what you’ve shown.

In-between Method, results, FIGURES.

• Figures are the key: design them first (with good legends) and give
minimal supporting text.

• Do not include abstract (submitted previously to the conference) or
references. People will find them.

• Provide acknowledgements and contact info, but keep them small!
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Effective figures: Edward Tufte

Keep the “Data to ink ratio” high. Remove chartjunk.
http://www.edwardtufte.com/tufte/

Sequence: http://www.tbray.org/ongoing/data-ink/di1
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Improving figures: another example (O’Connor)

Source: Maeve O’Connor (1996). Writing successfully in science. Chapman & Hall. (Figure 4.1, 4.2)
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Top ten worst graphs

See http://www.biostat.wisc.edu/~kbroman/topten_worstgraphs/

“What’s worse than one piechart?”
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What happens on the day

• Hang your poster up early (you might get a good spot):

• Find out how long you are expected to be at your poster: don’t miss
the allotted session.

• Offer to talk people through your work.

• Prepare a 3–5 min. summary of your poster. Don’t just read the poster.

• Hang envelope for handouts (+ to collect business cards).
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Mechanics of poster making

• Mount several A4 sheets; easy to carry.

• Use A0/A1 poster. Nicer, but hard to carry, and requires specific
printing.

• Print shops: PANDIS, Anatomy, Engineering. (DAMTP students can
get P/O from John Turner, to avoid VAT.)

• Since Summer 2010 CMS has an A0 printer:
http://www.damtp.cam.ac.uk/internal/computing/printing/

poster.html

• Most print shops can handle rescaling, but ensure your aspect ratio is
the same as the poster board.

• What software?
1. Illustrator / Inkscape
2. Powerpoint (?)
3. LATEX . . .

• Note: I am a fan of LATEX but posters require much re-arrangement of
material, so you might find GUIs more suitable.
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Using LATEX for making posters

http://www.damtp.cam.ac.uk/user/eglen/damtp/cuposter allows you
to make poster in a simple 3 col format.

But I recommend you now try the Beamer poster style:
http://www-i6.informatik.rwth-aachen.de/~dreuw/latexbeamerposter.php
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Summary

• Leave lots of time to prepare.

• Work on figures first.

• Prepare an effective 3–5 minute summary.

• Questions?
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Further reading

• Edward Tufte. The visual display of quantitative information.

• Maeve O’Connor. Writing successfully in science.

• “Poster perfect”
http://the-scientist.com/2011/09/01/poster-perfect/

• http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign

• Image credits: Images taken from NCSU and Swarthmore sites;
SfN poster session image from
http://www.flickr.com/photos/northendgirl/65530659/
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